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Nagaland Today News

rolific writer, poet,
academician  and
cthnographer,

Temsula Ao, today launched
her sixth book of poems,
‘Songs Along The Way
Home"  published by
Henitage Publishing House,
Dimapur and “Aosenla’s
Stony “published by Zubaan,
New Delh

Organised by ‘Literati,”
Dimapur  Government
College  (DGC) and
Heritage Publishing House
(HPC), the DGC Principal
Kavili Jakhalu and faculty
welcomed Temsula while
stating  that they felt
inadequate to host her book
launch but at the same time
honoured that they were
wiven such a huge privilege,

Ayimnaro Jamir, a B.A
6th Semester student of
DGC vividly recited the

1*Forgive Me* followed
by Mithu Longkumer,
Associate professor & HoD,
Department of English,
DGC, who read ‘Legacy’
from the latest collection
*Songs Along The Way
Home.”

A. Sentiyula, Assistant
professor, Department of
English, DGC, who officially
released the books stated,
“Today, as we release her
sixth book of poetry, and her
first novel, we can say with
certainty that she has risen
to the challenge of proving
herself.  She 15 not just a
songwriter, hot just a story
teller, not just a chronicler of
history and tradition, but also
a great teacher and scholar.™

She added. "1 am always
amazed by her uncanny
ability to string together
ordinary words (o con
new phrases or popularise
relatively unknown ones,
many of which are now part
of our lexicon: Ao Naga
Oral Tradition, Benevolent
Subordination, writing
orality, little radition, lictive
neality, elemental, essenlial,
heritage, identity, memary,
spirits, €1c, to name a few.”

Encapsulating the works
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Temsula Ao signs a book after the launch of two of her
books ‘Songs Along The Way Home' published by Heritage
Publishing House and ‘Acsenla’s Story'published by Zubaan.
(Image Lmalemtur) '

of the author perfectly, she
commented, “Her present
collection of poems from
*Songs Along the Way Home?
is a prercang study in human
nature- nostalgic in mood,
with themes of memory, of
loving and losing, of home,
family, repret, fonziveness,
of grace, Nagaland, aging,
women's lot, impending
death. Memory and
remembering is a recurring
theme in her writings.

“*Aosenla’s  Story’
shows the journey of a
complex woman in search
of her true self. She nses
above her unforiunate
circumstuces compnsing of
an unhappy marmiage and a
paruchial society, We see the
blurred lines of complicated
relationships all within the
domestic sphiere of a woman
named Aosenla ™

She expressed hope that
the youny students present
al the book launch wall also
remember this moment,

adding. “May it motivate
you to work hard and use
vour faculties 10 innovate
and initiate new paradigms
1o respond to the challenges
of the imes.”

“And yet, these are not
her last songs. nor her last
story. We expect more songs
from this *Transcnber of a
Fading Seng’, Chronicler
of history; Teller of tales;
Pioncer of Naga wntings in
English and Obsenver and
Parncipantinthe Naziway of
life. She has shown her love
for her hentage as seen in the
allusions 1w pottery, details
of clan hicrarchy, lineage,
foothills, fields, grananes,
fishing and hunting. The
people in the margins are
brought 1o the centre in her
writing: the widow, the
unwed mother, the village
idiot, elderly people- which
shows her attinity with the
underdogs of soviety. Shie las
alsocapturad the early duysof
the wndergrownd movement-

of a lost generation, of
children foroed to grow up too
s0on in an abrupt coming of
age. and finally she has shown
the binth of a new class of
Nagas and non-Nagas,” she
concluded.

Finally, the soft-spoken
poet and writer responded
to the compliments and
honour given 1o her saying,
“I'm going 1o say something
which many of you may
not believe. Today's is the
one and enly *proper” book
launch of my writing carcer.
Only today's function
deserves o be defined as a
book launch.”™

Visibly impressed and
grateful. she also took the
opportunity to thank her
family, and expressed a
special gratitude to the
loyalty and appreciation of
friends and readers whose
unstinting  support  adds
that special energy 10 one’s
cfforts at keeping the creative
force alive in the face of
diminishing terms. “To the
two publishers which made
this book launch possible,
Dr. Lanusangla of Hertage
Publishing House, Dimapur
and Urvashi of Zubaan
Books, for their belief in
me,” she added.

Giving us a rare glimpse
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into her personal thoughts
and writing persona, she
reflected. “In such a life's
journey, where does wnting
come in? Taking Brasihan
writer, Paulo Coclho’s
quote, “Wnting 1s one of the
most solitary achivities n
the world™, adding, "1t can
be a lonely endeavour as it
is the writer alone who s
commitied to hinding words
for her or his thowghts. There
is definitely struggle and
frustration w hen language 1=
unyiclding and failstomatch
ideas,

Bt there are also umes
when words are lowing and
seem to ofler themselves
happily to articulate one’s
thoughts. Thoughalone with
the moon, there is a sirange
feeling of not being alone.
One is overwhelmed hy a
sense of compleleness, as
though one is in the company
of many happy people. It
is for such rare moments
of experiencing  this
completeness that | write.
One such moment makes
all the dark, fruitless hours
of frustration and loneliness
vanishand the effervescence
of this joy continues 1o be
renewed and lead us 1o wnite
mare. Why do people wnie
cven when they are in their
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805, 90s and 100<, tha is
somcthing | offer you as
onc of the poa r
Once you arc a wnter, you
are alwaysawniter ”

She further shared,
“Whatever | write comes
from this inner urge (o
pmbe, o question and
also to acknowledge that
| exist in the oneness of
my fellow human beings
Therefore when | tell a story
or compose A poemn, | iry o
entwinge my lite with thawrs
and for the duration of that
creative voyage we have
emharked on 4 commen
pursuit ol the essental
mcarung ol hife That is why
the stones do not end and the
poems rewrite themselves
N NeWw ONes, !\I} wrling
exists and refurbishes el
in this process and evenafl
just one reader says “hey |

liked your poem or stony’,
I feel vindicated becanse 1t
proves my wrhing has found
athinmanon in another mimd
and that I'm not alone in my
writing.” She concluded
by stating, 1 hope the two
books oltered to the public
today will find some sense of
atfirmation with the readers.”

The launch was followed
by a book signing and mini
book fair,

uditorium where the book launch was




Two hooks of Prof. Temsula Ao launched for the first time in Nagaland

Morung Express News :

Dimapur | February 16

Prof. Temsula Ao hasbeen produc-
ing literary gems—pOems, SOngs,
shon stories, folklore, literary criti-
cism, a memoir, a novel—for three
decades now. She won the Padma
Shri (Literature and Education)
in 2007, the Nagaland Governor's
Award (for Distinction in Litera-
tre) in 2009, the Sahitya Akademi
Award (forEnglish)in2013and the
Kusumagra) National Literature
Award (for poetry) in 2015.
Yet,sheattended the first “prop-
er” book launch of her writing ca-
reer on February 16, 2019, when
the Literati Club - English Depart-
ment of the Dimapur Government
College {DGC) - and Herilage Pub-
lishing House (1HPH) organized the
release of twa of Prof, Ao's books at
the DGC. The books include Songs
Along The Way Iome, her sixth
book of poems published by the
HPHand Aosenla’s Sto , published
by.ZJ_uhaax!. Both the books were
published in 2017 and released to-
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day by A Sentiyula, Assistant

Professor at DGC’s Depart- NG

mentofEnglish.

For the audience, of stu-
dents, lecturers and fans, it
wasanopportunity to listen Lo
howsheweavesherwordsand
knots thern in place, “Whatev-
erlwritecomesfromthisinner §
urge, 1o probe, to question and
also to acknowledge that I ex-
istin the one-ness with myfel-
low human beings. Therefore
when I tell a story or compose
apoem, I try to entwine mylife
with theirs and for the dura-
tion of that creative voyage we
have embarked on in a com-
mon pursuit of the essential
meaning of life;” elucidated
Prof. Temsula Ao while speaking at
the Book Launch on Saturday.

Thiscreativevoyageisnotwith-
out bumps. “There is definitely
struggle, there is frustration when
language is unyielding and fails to
matchideas,” sheacknowledged.

“But,” Prof. Ao went on, “there
are also times when words are flow-

launch of Prof. Ao’s books, Songs Along The Way
Home (Heritage Publishing House) and Aosenla’s
Story (Zubaan), at the Dimapur Government Col-
lege on February 16. (Photo Courtesy: Lima Lemtur)

ing and seem to offer themselves
happily to articulate one's thoughts.
Then the mood is one of exhilara-
tion and joy”” When “one is over-
whelmedbyasenseofcompleteness
as though one isin the of
many equally happy pe

. such rare moments o

this ‘completeness’ tha
- Today's Book Li

LR

chaired by Shuiching Konyak,
with a welcome address from
DGC Principal, Kavili Jakh-
alu, a dedicatory prayer by
Sedevino Jakhalu, readings of
Prof. Ao's poems by Ayimnaro
Jamir (Forgivemejand Mithu
Longkumer (Legacy), a short
speech by Prol. Ao's daughter,

Prof. J Longkumer (SASRD)
. and avote of thanks from Dr.
Lanusangla Tzudir, Publisher
atHPH.

Transcriber, chronicler,
teller, pioneer

In her speech while re-
leasing the book, A Sentiyula
paid Prof. Temsula Aca fitting
tribute. “She has explained
tousinsimple, lucid English many
conceptsinour folkliterature which
wedidnotpayattentionto earlier or
founddifficultto comprehend;’ she
observed of Prof. Ao, also a “great
teacher andscholar’
With Prol. Ao providing "new
atives, new perspectives, and
7 solutions” through her writ-
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ing—as “Transcriver of a Fading
Song, Chronicler of history; Teller
of tales; Pioneer of Naga writings
in English and Observer and Par-
ticipant in the Naga way of life and
speeches”—Senuyula remained
optimistic that young students may
besimilarlymodvatedto "workhard
and use your faculiies 10 innovate
and inidate new paradigms 1o re-
spondtothechallengesofthetimes”

Having lived through three
stages ofthe Naga literary tradition
- oral, written and performative -
Prof. Temsula Ao's work “still man-
agestostay relevant”

"They remain relevant because
they depict human nature expertly,
with its foibles and its frailties, and its
joys and sorrows. While doingso, she

as shown her love for her heritage,”
noted Sentiyula, hoping, much like
the rest of the audience at the Book
Launch, that “these are not her last
songs,norherlaststory’ Thatshemay
continue to allow readers to "relive
historyand, atthe same time, use our
faculties, hearts and minds” through
herwriungs, ofyoreand ofthe future.
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